


About Jack Williamson
• Born April 29, 1908 in Bisbee, Arizona Territory

• Family traveled to Roosevelt County,  New Mexico

    by covered wagon in 1915

• Published his first science fiction story in 1928

• Married Blanche Slaten Harp in 1947

• Received BA and MA degrees in English from 

Eastern New Mexico University in 1957

• Received Ph.D. degree in English from the 

University of Colorado in Boulder in 1964



His publications include:
55 novels
11 novellas
38 novelettes
More than 100 short stories
Two years of comic strips

• Taught English at ENMU from 1960 to 1977

• Continued to teach creative writing and science fiction 

classes after his retirement

• Won the Hugo and Nebula awards, along with many others

• Named a Grand Master of Science Fiction by the Science 

Fiction Writers of America

• Died November 10, 2006 in Portales





Jack Williamson with editor Stephen Haffner 
and bibliographer Rick Hauptmann in front of 

Jack’s writing shack on the family ranch



In Jack’s home office in Portales





Magazine cover 

for his first 

published story, 

“The Metal Man”

1928
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Comic Strip
1952 - 1955



Unleashed in Space was based on 
The Legion of Space



Autobiography

“This book is about my 

own life, most of all 

about the times of 

wonder I’ve treasured 

and clung to . . .”



Haffner Press Collected Stories Series
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Jack Williamson’s Awards

Science Fiction 
Museum and 
Hall of Fame

World 
Fantasy Grand Master 

Nebula



HugoBram 
Stoker

Nebula Robert A. 
Heinlein



Jack Williamson’s Words

The term “terraforming” was coined by Jack 

Williamson in his science-fiction story 

Collision Orbit, published in 1942.

The term "genetic engineering" was coined 

by Jack Williamson in his novel Dragon's 

Island, published in 1951.



Jack Williamson’s 

legacy continues at

Eastern New Mexico University



Jack Williamson Endowed 
Scholarships

Dr. Jack Williamson Outstanding 

Foreign Student Scholarship

Jack Williamson 

Freshman Excellence Scholarships



El Portal Literature and Arts Magazine

Published with an 
Endowment from 
Jack Williamson



Jack Williamson Endowed Chair
in Science and Humanities

Inaugurated in 2000, the endowed chair 

makes it possible to periodically bring a 

visiting professor to campus for one 

semester to teach, conduct research,       

and present public lectures.



Jack Williamson Liberal Arts Building
Renamed in his honor 

in 1995

Sculpture installed 
in 2004





Jack Williamson 
Science Fiction Library

• Located in ENMU’s Golden Library Special Collections

• Began in 1967 with donations from Jack

• Now ranks as one of the world’s leading science fiction 

library collections 



Special 

Collections





Mural in ENMU 
Golden Student Success Center



Jack Williamson Lectureship

Jack Williamson with 
Jim Gunn and Fred Pohl, 

first lectureship guests - 1977

Bringing noted speculative fiction 
authors to Portales for 

presentations, readings, and 
special events since 1977







Lectureship
Guests of Honor

James Gunn

Frederick Pohl

Robert Silverberg

Edward Bryant

Harlan Ellison

Stephen R. Donaldson

Joe Haldeman

Jerry Pournelle

Connie Willis

Charles N. Brown

Suzy McKee Charnas

Roger Zelazny

George R. R. Martin

Alex Rivera

C. J. Cherryh

Tim Powers

Melinda Snodgrass

Mike Resnick

Michael Cassutt

Greg Bear

Scott Edelman

Michael Swanwick

Walter Jon Williams

Gregory Benford
Kim Stanley Robinson

Steven Gould

Nalo Hopkinson

Gardner Dozois

Ian Tregillis

Darynda Jones

And Others

Daniel Abraham

Carrie Vaughn

Paolo Bacigalupi

Victor Milán

S. M. Stirling

Jane Lindskold

Nancy Kress

Joan D. Vinge

Kristine Kathryn Rusch

Dean Wesley Smith

Rebecca Roanhorse

James Patrick Kelly

Arkady Martine

Martha Wells



Jack Williamson Lectureship
April 10 – 12, 2025

Guest of Honor

Darcie Little Badger

Photo by Kenny Goldberg



Find us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/WilliamsonLectureship

http://www.facebook.com/WilliamsonLectureship


Find us on the ENMU website

www.enmu.edu\scifi

http://www.enmu.edu/scifi


Image Sources

• In Memory of Wonder’s Child Jack Williamson, edited by Stephen Haffner

• Seventy-Five: The Diamond Anniversary of a Science Fiction Pioneer Jack 

Williamson, edited by Stephen Haffner and Richard A. Hauptmann

• Thirty-Five years of the Jack Williamson Lectureship, edited by Patrice Caldwell 

and Stephen Haffner

• Wonder’s Child, by Jack Williamson

• Jack Williamson Lectureship Scrapbooks, maintained by Patrice Caldwell

• Personal photos taken by lectureship attendees

• Amazon.com

(Title slide from the cover of Seventy-Five: The Diamond Anniversary of a Science Fiction Pioneer Jack Williamson)
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