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Old Blackwater Draw Museum Destroyed by Fire
On March 29, a fire north of Portales burned more than 1000 acres of
grassland and destroyed the old Blackwater Draw Museum located on
Highway 70. The building was not salvageable and has been torn down.
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The museum originally opened in 1969 and was open to the public until
2017 when the collections and displays were moved to the new
Blackwater Draw Museum in Lea Hall on the ENMU campus.
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Blackwater Draw Museum Fire
(continued from first page)

Although the museum building was completely
destroyed by the fire, some of the murals that had
been painted directly on the cinder block walls
are still visible. The undated black-and-white
photo to the right shows some of the murals
inside a display case in the old museum.
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Anthropology Students Present at ENMU Research Conference
Seven anthropology students presented at the 2022 Eastern New
Mexico University Student Research and Creativity Conference
on April 6. Graduate students Janae Hughes, Jonah Jankovik,
and Esteban Rangel and undergraduate students Madison
Dugan, JoAnna Schultz, Jonathan Delgado-Naegele, and
Rebecca Bond presented posters on a variety of research topics.
Faculty and staff members Brendon Asher, Samantha Bomkamp,
Erik Stanley, and Robert Stokes served as judges for the inperson event. Jonathan Delgado-Naegele won the anthropology
session with his poster Identifying Selected Kachina Figures in

the Miles Collection at Blackwater Draw Museum. In addition to
taking a full load of classes, Jonathan also works part time as a
student employee at the Blackwater Draw Museum.

Student Scholarships and Awards
The Department of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology is proud to announce their student award
and scholarship recipients. Department Chair Robert Stokes presented awards and scholarship
certificates to the following students.

Jonah Jankovik

Lara McComack

Lynnet Alamo

Outstanding Graduate

Outstanding Undergraduate

Anthropology Faculty

Student in Anthropology

Student in Cultural

Scholarship

Anthropology

Esteban Rangel
Stephen R. Durand
Anthropology Graduate
Student Scholarship

Meghan Ensign
Peggy Tozer Memorial
Endowment in Anthropology
Scholarship
(not pictured)

Blackwater Draw Museum Projects
Lots of exciting things have been happening at the Blackwater Draw
Museum during the spring semester!


The museum received an Equipment Grant from the Register of
Professional Archaeologists to help rehouse materials excavated
from the Blackwater Draw site. Student employees Kylie Colvill
and Esteban Rangel used the new archival tissue paper, bags,
and boxes to rehouse almost 70 boxes of materials. Other student
employees then entered their catalog records into the
collection’s PastPerfect database.



The museum also received a New Mexico Humanities Council
grant which will fund student employees for two or three
semesters to inventory the Miles Anthropological Collection.



During the spring semester, Blackwater Draw Museum hosted a
NCPE (National Council for Preservation Education) intern.
Mikayla Gonzales (UNM) worked on rehousing BLM artifacts,
primarily from the Chaco outlier site Guadalupe Ruin.



The Blackwater Draw Museum was one of 98 institutions in the
United States selected to participate in the Collections
Assessment for Preservation (CAP) program. Preservation
professionals visited the museum and the deep curation facility
in April to assess the current state of the collections and to
identify preventive conservation priorities. The final assessment
report will help the museum prioritize its collections care efforts
in the coming years.

Get all the Blackwater Draw news by following them on Facebook
(BlackwaterDrawSite) or checking their website at
www.bwdarchaeology.com.
(Photos of student employees by Samantha Bomkamp.)

Anthropology Programs at ENMU
The ENMU Department of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology offers a number of different programs
for students interested in Anthropology.


B.A. or B.S. in Anthropology with an emphasis in Archaeology



B.A. or B.S. in Anthropology with an emphasis in Biological Anthropology



B.A. or B.S. in Anthropology with an emphasis in Cultural Anthropology



B.S. in Forensic Science with an emphasis in Forensic Anthropology



M.A. in Anthropology

Students can take advantage of a new accelerated program which enables them to start working on their

master’s degree while completing their bachelor’s degree in anthropology at ENMU.

Folsom Wedge Excavation
During the 1960s, gravel mining and archaeological excavations were happening at the same time at the
Blackwater Draw site. Archaeologists determined that a
large group of faunal bones in the Folsom layer required
more time for proper excavation and analysis so a block
of sediment, approximately 1 x 2 x 0.5 m. in size, was
encased in a plaster jacket and removed from the site.
Over the decades, a number of groups have worked on
partially excavating this block. Graduate Student Amber
Clarkson has now spent the last year excavating and
analyzing the artifacts of this “Folsom wedge” as a
graduate research project. Amber plans to complete the
project report and graduate this summer.

Summer Field Work
Dr. Robert Stokes will take five ENMU students to the Mimbres Valley in July for a small mapping and
testing project at a Black Mountain phase pueblo (AD 1200-1300). They will use a ground-penetrating
radar machine to map the extent of the buried adobe pueblo, followed by shovel probe testing to groundtruth the GPR anomalies. They will also surface collect artifacts and face the arroyo which has cut
through part of the site and draw feature profiles. Their work this summer is the first phase of a planned
multi-year field school at the site.

Anthropology Students Graduate
Graduate students Erick Martinez, Taylor McCoy, and Fanxiu Meng
successfully defended their theses and graduated in May. Amber
Clarkson and Jonah Jankovik plan to hold their defenses and
graduate during the summer, but participated in the May
commencement ceremony. Undergraduate anthropology majors
Lance Anderson, Rebecca Bond, Tara Larson, Lara McComack, JoAnna
Schultz, and Jadee Thomas and forensic anthropology major Marrisa
Martinez also graduated in May.
(Photo by Brendon Asher shows Jonah, Amber, Taylor, and Meng
right before the May commencement ceremony)

Online Option for Graduate Program
Starting with the fall 2022 semester, the non-thesis plan for an M.A. in anthropology will also be offered as
an online alternative for students who cannot come to campus for regular class meeting times and prefer
not to write a traditional thesis. Students will need to apply to the Graduate School and the Anthropology
program as usual. The degree plan requires 34 credits, including an internship and the completion of a
publishable-quality paper. Some elective classes may not be offered online. For more information, visit

our website or contact Dr. Robert Stokes at robert.stokes@enmu.edu.

Conferences
Anthropology graduate students, faculty, and staff attended and presented at a number of professional
conferences during the past academic year.
Brendon Asher presented at the 56th Southwest Federation of Archaeological Societies symposium in
Canyon, Texas, and Fanxiu Meng and Jonah Jankovik attended.
Robert Stokes, Cash Ficke, and Jonah Jankovik presented at the Jornada Mogollon conference. Their
paper will be published in the conference proceedings this summer.
Erik Stanley and Jacob Spurlin presented at the Southwest Popular/American Culture Association
conference in Albuquerque.

Robert Stokes , Samantha Bomkamp, and Cash Ficke attended the
Society for American Archaeology conference in Chicago.
Graduate student Esteban Rangel received a Pollitzer Student Travel
Award to attend the American Academy of Biological Anthropology
(AABA) annual meeting in Denver. He explains “There was a lot of
focus this year on ethics around the use of human skeletal collections
and how to deal with the colonialist past of the field.” One of the
panels he mentioned included all of the major endowment
organizations, offering to help students who might be thinking of
applying for grants. He found that the meeting was a great way to
network and meet other students working in the same field.

Cynthia Irwin-Williams Lectureship
The 23rd annual Cynthia Irwin-Williams Lectureship at ENMU was held in person in March. The guest
speaker was Dr. Anna Novotny, Associate
Professor of Physical Anthropology at Texas
Tech University. She talked about an
unusual elite tomb found at the site of Cahal
Pech, a Classic period ancient Maya site in
west-central Belize. The lectureship honors
Dr. Cynthia Irwin-Williams (1936-1990) a
renowned archaeologist who taught at
ENMU from 1964 to 1982.

Newsletter News
This is the second issue of our new Anthropology Department newsletter. We encourage faculty, staff,
students, alumni, and friends of the department to send us photos, news, and questions to be included in
future issues. We’ll post a link to the newsletter on Facebook and on our ENMU website page. To receive a
copy via email, contact us at enmu.anthropology@enmu.edu.

