New Practicum Site Opened
By Alyssa de la Garza and Dwayne Wilkerson

The life of the graduate student is never easy. It
is filled with perils of both a personal and professional nature, and anticipating the challenges of the
real-world working environment can be an allconsuming worry. It is widely accepted that practice makes perfect and experience is often the best
teacher.

For ENMU’s Communicative Disorders

Program, this is translated into the clinical practicum experience. This year, the graduate students
in the CDIS program have a new opportunity to
provide clinical services in a real-world early childhood setting.
Thanks to a unique collaboration between the
ENMU Child Development Center and the ENMU
Communicative Disorders Program, graduate practicum students have started providing speechlanguage therapy services to preschool students at
the Child Development Center. The CDC, under the
direction of Dr. Diane Edwards, is a childcare cen-

administer speech-language and hearing screenings as needed.
The opportunity for the CDIS practicum students to work alongside and in conjunction with
the facility’s teachers and staff to provide therapy
services in a naturalistic learning environment is a
perfect segue into the school setting, where a significant portion of these students will find themselves working.
It is anticipated that this new partnership will
prove to be beneficial for both the CDC students and
CDIS student clinicians by providing unique learning opportunities for both, as well as setting an important precedent for continued collaborative services. The Communicative Disorders Program is
grateful for the opportunity to expand their services,
and hopes that this will be the first of many productive semesters to come.

ter devoted to individual attention and stimulation
in an environment conducive to both learning and
recreation for the 3, 4, and 5-year olds. The facility
is located on campus and provides the perfect conditions in which aspiring speech-language therapists can hone their clinical skills.
On a weekly basis, the CDIS practicum students
along with their clinical supervisor, Dwayne
Wilkerson, go to the CDC where they provide integrative speech-language therapy services through
a variety of classroom interactions and by working
with specific students individually or in small
groups. In addition to providing therapy services,
the CDIS practicum students are also able to

Kat Million doing therapy at the CDC

Research Conference 2011: CDIS Contributions
By Margaret Hanlon and Dwayne Wilkerson
A milestone for graduate students in the CDIS
program is the completion of their research project.

Robin Caton presented on the effects that specific books have on phonemic awareness and liter-

Over the course of several semesters, the graduate

acy. More specifically, her research dealt with the

students in the CDIS Program dedicate much time

effects of reading a Dr. Seuss book every night for a

and effort to their projects, from coming up with a
meaningful idea at the very beginning, collecting

month to see if it improved phonemic awareness
and literacy skills in 3-7 year-olds. In commenting

data, computing all the statistics, analyzing their
findings, and finally coming up with an answer to

about her research, Robin said, “Children's exposure
to letters and sounds is important for both language

their original question.

and phonemic awareness skills.”

The annual ENMU research conference is the

Christal Hatley, this year’s research conference

culmination of the students’ hard work and an opportunity to share their research with their peers and

winner in the CDIS category, presented her research
on the effectiveness of writing strategies in narrative

the university faculty. This year, the 37th Annual Student Research Conference took place on Wednesday,

production in 1st and 2nd grade students. Her conclusions supported her hypothesis that implementing

April 6, 2011 in the College of Business, and included
five graduate students from the CDIS Program. At

specific writing strategies have a statistically significant difference in improving narrative writing skills.

the conference, each student had 10 minutes to present their research project and a panel of judges had

When asked about her research, Christal stated, “I
feel that it is very applicable to our field as well as

5 minutes to ask questions about the presentation.
The winner of each research category was awarded

[to] education.”

$150.

Continued on Page 4...

Robin Caton prepares to present her research findings to the audience.
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Two New Scholarships Presented
By Dwayne Wilkerson

This semester at the annual Scholarship and
Awards Ceremony held on April 26, 2011, two newly
established CDIS endowed scholarships were pre-

The Ike and Joy Stevenson Scholarship for CDIS
Students was established this year by their daughter,
Dr. Suzanne Swift, chair of the Health and Human

sented: the Gail Ferguson Endowed Scholarship for

Services Department and Director of the Communi-

Graduate Studies in Communicative Disorders and

cative Disorders Program.

the Ike and Joy Stevenson Scholarship for CDIS

scholarship to honor her parents who always sup-

Students.

ported her. The recipient of the Ike and Joy Steven-

The Ferguson Scholarship was established to honor
the memory of Mrs. Gail Ferguson, a longtime ENMU

Dr. Swift set up this

son Scholarship was Ms. Wendy Turner, a part-time
undergraduate student in CDIS.

professor of communicative disorders, clinic director,

If you would like to make a donations to ei-

mentor, and friend. During her time at Eastern, Mrs.
Ferguson touched the lives of countless students both

ther of these scholarships, your tax deductible
gifts can be sent to:

in and out of the classroom, literally influencing a
whole generation of speech-language pathologist and

The Eastern New Mexico University Foundation
ENMU Station 8

audiologists.
The recipient of the this scholarship was chosen on
the basis of professional promise, motivation, and
leadership skills demonstrated through academic performance at the graduate level, clinical competence,
and interactions with faculty and peers.
The recipient of this year’s scholarship was

1500 South Avenue K
Portales, NM 88130
Donations can also be made online at:
http://www.enmu.edu/friends by clicking on ENMU
Foundation Homepage and then clicking on Donate
Online.

Brianna Carolan, a 1st year graduate student. The

Your generous donation can make a differ-

CDIS Program was especially honored to have the
award presented to the recipient by Mrs. Ferguson’s

ence in the life of a CDIS student!

husband, Mr. Gayle Ferguson.

Brianna Carolan and Mr. Gayle Ferguson

Wendy Turner and Dr. Suzanne Swift
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This Just In:
CDIS ball caps have
arrived!

Research Conference, Continued...
Among

the

other

presenters

was

proud of them. To these students and to all

Available for $10.00

Etheline Jose who shared her findings
based on a comparison of the Navajo lan-

other CDIS graduates, we wish you good
luck with your future endeavors.

In Black, Gray, and
Green

guage and English in the areas of syntax,
morphology, and semantics.

Contact Wendy at the
CDIS Office

In addition, Amber Wyman, presented
her results from an SLP survey about assessment and intervention with bilingual
students; and Alayna LaPrade presented
her research that involved using individually interesting topics vs. random topics in
therapy with a patient with traumatic brain
injury.
All of these students are planning to
graduate this semester. Each one has
worked incredibly hard during their time
here at ENMU, and the program is very

Need Space?
Grab an ENMU CDIS
Tote Bag from Wendy
in the CDIS office!
$20.00
Stylish and Spacious
The poster session was a new addition to the Research Conference this year.
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